
Lit Blitz Session 1  
Part 1 

 

Orientation to the OSSLT 
Wednesday, September 21, 2016 



Learning Goals: We are learning…  
• why students have to write the OSSLT  
• what to expect before, during and after 
writing the OSSLT  
 
Success Criteria: I know I am successful if 
I…  
• can identify reasons why the literacy test 
is important  
• can describe what I should expect before, 
during and after the OSSLT  
  



 
“What is the purpose 
of the OSSLT? Why is 
it important that I try 
my best?”  
 
Discuss with the 
person sitting next 
to you. 
  



Why is the OSSLT important ! 

• It is a graduation requirement  

• If I fail I need to rewrite or take the OLC 
course 

• It enforces skills needed that I need to be 
successful in life 



 

Think/Pair/Share  
questions that 
you have 
regarding the 
test.  
  



 

Share your questions with 
the larger group,  if your 
question were not 
answered by the end of 
this session please add it to 
the google document and 
they will be addressed. 
  



Please cut and paste the URL below to add your 

questions.  

https://docs.google.com/a/gapps.yrdsb.ca/documen

t/d/152KxrZtK-NoQE--

jAunlvFTrf49irtmEhn_QDY3mfQQ/edit?usp=sharin

g 



 

Fill in the the section 
regarding this year’s 
OSSLT information on 
the Key Reminders page 
with the following 
information. 
 
  



 

The online version of the test 
will take place on Thursday 
October 20th 2016.  The test will 
be administered over a 2 period 
block (1 and 2 , or 4 and 5). 
Students will be sorted by alpha 
groups. 
 



 The room information will be 
given to you closer to the date 
of the test. 

All students writing the test will 
have a period 3 lunch on the 
20th. 

 
 

 

 

 



PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR EXIT 
CARD BY REVIEWING THE 
LEARNING GOALS AND SUCCESS 
CRITERIA FOR PART ONE OF THIS 
SESSION. 



Learning Goals: We are learning…  
• why students have to write the OSSLT  
• what to expect before, during and after writing the 
OSSLT  
 
Success Criteria: I know I am successful if I…  
• can identify reasons why the literacy test is 
important  
• can describe what I should expect before, during 
and after the OSSLT  



Lit Blitz Session 1 Part 2 
 

Open Response Reading Questions 



Learning Goals: We are learning to…  
• Recognize the difference between successful and unsuccessful 
open response reading questions to establish the criteria for a good 
answer  
• Apply the criteria to write an effective open response reading 
question  
 
 
 
Success Criteria: I know I am successful if I…  
• Can explain why an answer is scored a code 10, 20 , or 30 and how 
to move from one level to another  
• Can write an answer that matches the criteria for an effective 
response 



On the OSSLT there are some Open 
Response written questions that follow 
a reading selection. These readings also 
have multiple choice questions.   
Today we are looking at how to answer 
the written questions. These questions 
need to be answered in a short 3-4 
sentence paragraph. 



Task Type Preview: 

Students skim and scan the 
Sample Information Paragraph on 
“Hurricanes”. 



Minds on 

• Ask students the following questions and have 
them copy the answer in the T-chart  found in 
their package.  

 

• What type of writing are you being asked to 
do in question 7 of this task? What strategies 
might you use to do this? 



T Chart  
task-type preview 

Writing type 

 

• Full sentences  

• Focused on the reading  

 

Related Strategies  

 

*summarize a main idea  

• specific details (from 
the reading)  

*shows understanding of 
the reading  

*repeats keywords from 
question 



Action  

1) Read the Sample Information Paragraph on 
“Hurricanes” together  

2) Complete together How Do I Find the Main 
Idea  

3) Have students read over How will the Open 
Response Question be marked? (the Scoring 
Guide for Reading: Open Response) looking for 
the difference between a Code 10, 20, and 30.  



Action cont. 

4) Next, students will read answers to the open response 
question following the reading selection found on: What 
do some open response answers look like?  
5) With a partner, students will decide which of the open 
response answers is coded 10, 20, and 30. Tell the 
student they have to be able to explain the difference in 
their own words.   
 Remember that a code 30 goes back to the reading to 
pick out specific details as an example 
When you are done look at the answers and compare 
them to your response. 
  









Action cont. 

6) Let's fill in your blank flow chart found on 
How to answer an Open Response question. 

 





Action cont. 

7) If time permits answer the multiple choice 
Questions for “How to name a Hurricane”  and 
take up the answers. 





You Are Done! 

Congratulations you have 
completed Lesson One: parts 
one and two.  Enjoy the rest of 
your day! 


